Stronger  comments about the State  role   are made by Plisko and B.  Turnbull:

"Special   attention must be  given  to holding  the  States  accountable   for
providing the  Department with consistent and accurate  data"   (Plisko).

"The   overall  objective should be   for SEAs   to recognize  that they are
participating   in a process   that is  centrally controlled  in  order  to meet
national information needs  in a technically defensible way"   (B.

Turnbull).

The  PURPOSE of  a program of  basic   or administrative   data  is  addressed:

"The primary  purpose  of  the  common  core data program is,   therefore,   not  to
help the   federal  government  make  better decisions   but  to  help  the
citizenry and political leadership  of   individual  States monitor  the
progress and achievements   of  the   educational system in that State.
Progress and achievements can be   defined  only when some  standard  of
comparison is  available"   (Bishop).

"But as  the  principal Federal information  agency on  education matters,
NCES has both a responsibility  and  an opportunity   to serve  and protect  the
interests of consumers  of educational services.     This  is  the  spirit  of  the
large   state-by-state comparison chart of  educational  inputs and  outputs
which NCES has  just published.     That spirit should be present in a  much
broader set of  services,   such as   those described above,   which  can
stimulate,   encourage,   and  generate   pressure  for the   opening up of
information about school functioning  to parents  and  community.     Such
services were   less  important when   schools  were  closer  to their
communities,   and when there were strong parental   communities  coterminous
with communities   of  children and youth.     But they  are   important now,   and
will become   increasingly  so   in  the  future"   (Coleman).

In  these  calls   for   change and addition,   the final words belong to Cronin:     "But
these questions   should be asked:       Who needs   it?    Who will use  it?    For what

purposes?    These are  deliberately hard questions,  and they should be  raised
repeatedly about  the entire program of   data collection." exposed.  By collecting
